
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kia ora Family and Whānau 
 
I trust that you all had a blessed Easter celebrating the occasion with 
family and friends. This is the part of our liturgical year, which is the 
greatest celebration in the Catholic Church because it is the completion 
of the Holy week that ends with the resurrection of Jesus. Easter 
celebrates the beginning and foundation of Christianity. Jesus was raised 
from the dead, and it goes to show that He conquered sin and death. 
 
Term Two has had a busy start with winter sports beginning, parent 
teacher conferences taking place and a change in the COVID restrictions 
from red to orange. With the winter sports season approaching, an 
increased activity in other co-curricular areas such as the performing arts and cultural activities, it is 
important to remember the importance of balance.  
 
At recent year-level meetings, I have encouraged our young men to make sure they get involved in the co-
curricular life of the school. For some, as they move into their senior years, sport and cultural activities 
gradually fall off the radar – a greater focus on academic studies is often used as an excuse, but what these 
young men fail to realise is the positive effect involvement outside of the classroom has on what happens 
inside the classroom. Being involved in co-curricular activities means our young men are busy and gainfully 
occupied, meaning that they spend less time on devices and more time interacting with others. Being part of 
a team or a group helps them build a sense of camaraderie and élan and develops their sense of belonging.  
 
One of the things we have learnt over the past two years has been the limitations of technology in 
education. What has been recognised is that having a teacher in front of a class is more effective than having 
pupils work regularly ‘online’. Instant feedback, class discussion, along with the relational aspect of 
classroom teaching are things that simply cannot be replicated on a computer. However, please be aware 
that students need to be at school and interacting with staff and fellow students to gain the maximum out of 
their education. Attendance and success in school have a direct correlation. 
 
Bullying-Free New Zealand Week will be from 16 -20 May in conjunction with Pink Shirt Day on Friday 20 
May. On Pink Shirt Day, students will be able to wear casual clothes, bringing a gold coin, which will be 
donated to support adolescent mental health initiatives cross the country. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank staff, students and the community for the warm welcome they have extended 
to me over the last three weeks. The powhiri was a special occasion, which my family and I really 
appreciated. I look forward to meeting you all at the various events held at the College in the near future. 
 
Ma te Atua e manaaki 
 
Rob Ferreira 
Rector/Tumuaki 
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Vision Statement 

St Patrick's College, Silverstream is a boys’ school of excellence, founded on Catholic and Marist values and traditions where students 
develop knowledge, skills, attitudes and values which enable them to become compassionate, just and successful citizens. Our students are 

challenged and motivated to achieve personal excellence in an innovative learning environment enhanced by tradition, superb facilities, 
quality teaching and a supportive College community 
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KEY CALENDAR DATES

Thursday 27 October

1.15pm  Sports Prizegiving in the Auditorium – Formal Uniform

Friday 28 October – Last day for Year 13 students
7.30am  Year 13 BBQ in the Ranks Quad
8.45am  Year 13 to Chapel
5.30pm Graduation Mass

Monday 31 October
Normal school day for Years 11 and 12

Tuesday 1 November – Last day for Years 11 and 12 students
Normal school day for Years 11 and 12

7.00pm  Senior Prizegiving in the Auditorium – Formal Uniform

Wednesday 2 November 
6.00pm	 Pasifika	Celebration	of	Excellence	in	the	Auditorium

Junior classes will remain the same until the end of Term Four.
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